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1.0 Introduction

a) Underscoring the importance of the topic 

· The challenge of Islam in terms of: 

i. Survived all assaults in history 

a. intellectual 

b. political, and 

c. military.

ii. Reasserting itself in contemporary history, against all odds and as a result of i and ii above.

iii. Islam and Muslims have become the most engaged subjects in the media, academic discourses and political forums.  

b) Outline of the Presentation 
· Islam at a Glance: Focus on the Distinctive Features of Islam.

· Modernity at a Glance.

· Islam versus Modernity.
1.1 Islam at a Glance: Focus on the Distinctive Features of Islam
· Islam the religion of all Prophets
   الاية  - انا اوحينا اليك كما اوحينا الي نوح والنبيين من بعده 
· Prophet Muhammad (SAW) the Seal of the prophets: Islam the Final Message: 
Implications of the Finality 
i. Universality:

 "قل يايهاالناس اني رسول الله اليكم جميعا " الاية
وما ارسلنا ك الاكا فة للناس بشيرا الاية
ii. Comprehensiveness and Impeccability
"ونزلنا عليك الكتاب تبيانالكل شيء الاية 
ان هذالقران يهدي للتي هي اقوم الاية
وتمت كلمة ربك صد قا وعدلا الاية

iii. Enduring Originality/Permanence 
a. Indistortability;

b. Immutability;

c. Incorruptibility.

لاياتيه البا طل من بين يد يه ولامن خلفه الاية
انا نحن نزلنا الذكر وانا له لحا فظون"
iv. Dynamity and Flexibility: Universal Relevance and Suitability
انتم اعلم يامورديناكم الحديث
These features, especially the last, present Islam against all times, places and civilizations throughout history – Modernity as one of them. 

1.2 The Concept  of Modernity: 
a) Modernity as an Epoch in History

· Conventional/Western periodization of history;

· Ancient; antiquity
· Medieval; the middle ages

· Modern.

b) Modernity as a Worldview:
· renaissance 
· the enlightenment project

· scientific revolution

· industrial revolution


epitomized in 

· invention of locomotive engines and the growth of factories and industries
· rural – urban migration and the coming up of megacities

· demand for raw material and colonialism

· the emergence of Western dominance and the Western Web (the Web of the West).

c) Modernity as a Historical and Civilization Project
· A comprehensive civilization project. 

· Aspects of manifestations of modernity.

i. Philosophy and Ideology


Agnosticism           Atheism                   Humanism             Relativism         Liberalism   






iv. Science and Technology
v. Law and Constitution.

·  Secularism, humanism and man-made laws and constitutions

· Enter Man-made laws and liberteriasim, permissivism, moral and ethnical relativism.

vi. Politics and Governance 

· The French Revolution and the Dethroning of Feudalism 

· The Magna Carta in Britain.

· The Entrenchment of Democracy 

· Campaigns for Freedom, Liberty, and Human Rights.

· Feminism and Women’s Rights.

vii. Economics and the Economy:

· Interest – based economy

· International Economic and Financial Institutions: The Breton Words

· Free – market, trade liberalization, globalization.

viii. Education:
· Secular Education.

ix. Family Life:

Feminism, Large Scale Migration and Transformation in Social Organization.

x. Nation – States: Nationhood and Citizenship.

d) Beyond Modernity: Post – Modernity and Globalization
· Where is the Demarcating Line?
· Modernity ushered in by industrial revolution locomotive engines. 

· Post-modernity/globalization ushered in by the Infromation Revolution.

· Globalization: Epitome, Epoch of Modernity.

1.3 Worldviews in Contrast: Islam Versus Modernity

Sharp Contrasts

· Tawhid versus Godlessness 

· Tawhid as Absolute Reference Frame in Islam: Man as the measure of virtues

· Truth, Morality Constant in Islam: Truth and Morality Relative in Modernity.

1.4 Between Modernity and Westernization

· The theories of development 

· The Dependency theories
· The Media Onslaught
· Education and acculturation.
1.5 Islam and Modernity:

· Conflict? 
· Harmony?
· Civilizations in Clash?
1.6
The Islamic conceptual frameworks of Dealing with Modernity.
· The Specific Conceptual Frameworks of Dealing with Modernity.

i. The Independence of Truth: Islamic  Teachings on Objectivity:

ii. Test, Investigation and Proof as the Means of Arriving at the Truth and Factual Knowledge.

iii. The Immutable/Criteriaon: Al-Amru bil-Ma’aruf, wa al –Nahyi an-al-Munkar (Ma’aruf and Munkar) and al-Halal and al-Haram.

Specific Operational Frameworks

· Usul al fiqh: Science of Islamic Jurisprudence.

· Al-Qawa’id al-Fiqhiyyah: The Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence: 
· Al-Tahrim Yaltabit – al – Khabath 
· Al – Dharar. Yuzal: 

· Al – Din Mabniyyun ala- Jalbil Masalih wa Dar’ul Mafasid. 

1.7       The Way Forward: 

The principles and Tools of Islamic Dynamism
The Operational Frameworks
· The structure of Islamic jurisprudence

· The sources of Islamic law: 

· The Qur’an

· The Sunnah 

· The Ijma’a

· The Qiyas

· Ijtihad as a Tool of Islamic Dynamism

· The Principles and Conditions of Ijtihad.
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